
 

 

ROXBURY ARPA SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 

9:00AM – 10:00AM 
THIS MEETING WAS HELD IN PERSON OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY HALL 

 
 
MEMBERS PARTICIPATING:  Don Randall, Rene Bouchard, Via MS Teams: Elizabeth 
Carney, Brock Freyer 
PUBLIC:   
 
Call Meeting to Order at 9:00am 
 
#2  Additions/Deletions – none were noted 
 
#3  A discussion was held concerning the Town of Roxbury participating in the VCBB/CV 
Fiber Match. The discussion evolved into 3 main topics. 
 
#3.a  the first concerned the Town of Roxbury participating in the VCBB/CV Fiber Match. It 
was expressed that upon review of the circulated documents the Committee had done its due 
diligence in trying to explore the whole CV Fiber question. It was agreed to go around the 
“table” giving each member the opportunity to state their vote and the reason(s) for that position. 
Salient points noted in this discussion were: 
 

- fast, reliable internet is necessary these days for better information sharing and 
connecting families and friends 

- the ability to match funds allocated to this 
- the belief that the biggest, most consistent, gripe you hear around Town is TDS 
- ability to direct funds to reducing the installation costs for residents 
- TDS, as a profit making concern, has shown no incentive in upgrading their level of 

service in Roxbury 
- hope is that CV Fiber can take advantage of extending lines within Roxbury where the 

infrastructure already exists 
- ability to claw back unspent allocated funds for reallocation before the 31-Dec-24 

deadline 
 
The vote was 4 in favor, 0 against and 2 absent. 
 
#3.b  the conversation then turned to how much should the allocation be. We had a suggested 
low of $10k and a high of $40k. After a good bit of back and forth it was agreed to support an 
allocation of $30k. The rationale being $60k in the kitty would go a long way to helping folks 
connect. The question of who would be eligible was covered and answered that CV Fiber/ARPA 
is for only unserved and underserved locations (<25Mb down and 3Mb up). 
 
The vote was 4 in favor, 0 against and 2 absent. 
 



 

 

#3.c  the conversation then turned to possibly putting a cap on a per location ARPA off-set. The 
thought was that folks with difficult installations should not benefit more from the off-set than 
anyone else. $400 was proffered and it was noted that $200 would let us help twice as many 
people. During the course of the above conversation it was asked about who would be eligible 
for assistance. It was mentioned that CV Fiber is working with a firm named Equal Access to 
Broadband, who on their website has assisted EC Fiber and is basically a middleman in 
connecting those who need assistance with existing federal programs. It was also discussed that, 
per the Town Plan, 71% of Roxbury internet locations are unserved/underserved. Given there are 
about 600(+/-) locations on the Grand List that would translate to approx. 426 locations. The 
question arose as to whether CV Fiber had more current statistics. After some discussion it was 
agreed Rene would send a note to Jennille.  
 
In the end it was agreed that we would seek to cap the per location ARPA off-set at $200. 
 
Next meeting is set for Thursday 08-Sep @ 10:00am. 
 
Action Items: 
 

- Rene to circulate Draft minutes for today’s mtg 
- Rene to circulate Draft Letter to the Selectmen 
- Rene to send a note to Jennille regarding updated statistics 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:00am. 
 
 
 
 


