
 

 

 ROXBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING 
MINUTES OF JULY 12, 2021 

7:00PM – 9:29PM 
THIS MEETING WAS HELD IN PERSON AT COMMUNITY HALL 

 
MEMBERS PARTICIPATING:  Chair Clare St. John, Vice-Chair Shane Ryan and Road Commissioner 
Dave McShane 
STAFF PARTICIPATING:  Selectboard Assistant Tammy Legacy  
PUBLIC: See Attached List 
 
1.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2.  Beaver Meadow Project was added to the agenda. 
 
     Chair Clare St. John asked their reasons for attending.  Most in attendance were here to discuss the  
     Dog/Noise Complaint.   
 
3.  Dog/Noise Complaint – Janine Manninen 
 
Casimir Vaicaitis previously dropped off packets for the Board and a USB drive with videos of the issue.  
The Board watched some of the videos with sound at the meeting.  It was mentioned the videos came 
from Janine’s Facebook page.  During this section of the meeting, many people praised the job that 
Janine Manninen is doing at the Doggie Day Care and with trainings. Jean Henry stated that Janine has 
made an effort to quiet dogs and they don’t object to the business.   They object to disturbing the 
neighborhood, excessive barking, they can’t relax because they anticipate the barking to start. Casimir 
Vaicaitis read aloud a statement regarding his concerns with Doggie Day Care (see attached).  Also in 
attendance were people that supported Casimir Vaicaitis and Jean Henry. They stated they had also 
heard the barking.  At times during the meeting, it got tense amongst the attendees.  Some are worried 
that the business could expand.  Janine stated that there is no barking 90% of the time; she feels people 
are lying.   
 
The Town’s Dog Ordinance was discussed.  Some did not feel it was well defined.  The Board stated 
they would get legal advice from the Vermont League of Cities & Towns.  Also mentioned by Janine and 
others was they did not like the written statements (submitted to Selectboard and read at previous 
meeting) on the Town’s website.  Tammy stated they were written statements that were read aloud so 
they were part of the minutes.   
 
Act 250 criteria was mentioned.  Shane Ryan and Dave McShane both stated they had visited Winch Hill 
and listened for noise.  At that time, they had not heard any barking.  The Board agreed to revisit the 
area.  Janine has made changes to reduce noise. This topic will be on the agenda at the next Board 
Meeting. 
 
It was mentioned that people want to help Janine’s business succeed; no one wants Janine not to have 
her business. 
 
4.  Beaver Meadow Road Project – Michelle Acciavatti and Tim Graves spoke to the Board about a 
project they are working on.  They purchased 68 acres on Beaver Meadow Road near the Orcutt 
Cemetery.  They would like to create a green cemetery and a small funeral home.  Michelle and Tim both 
have backgrounds in burials.  A green cemetery could be an alternative way for veterans and people in 
the area.  No chemicals are used.  Green burials would be no embalming, bodies are returned to the 
earth in a natural container.  The forest looks like a forest and it would stay looking like a forest.  They 
envision approximately thirty burials a year.  Small markers would be used on plots.  Cremations would 
be allowed.  It was stated that the Board needs to approve the project.  The Board will look into what 
their role is in the project.  Michelle and Tim are applying for the necessary permits with the State. 



 

 

 
5.  Preliminary Discussion with Proceeding with Junkyard Ordinance – As a result of the survey that was 
sent out, the Selectboard is proceeding with adopting an ordinance.  Tammy gave the Board the draft 
copies that Steve Twombly, as Selectman, had given the Board prior to COVID.  Tim stated that he 
thinks the Selectboard sent the survey out to the wrong people; in his opinion it should have gone out to 
voters of Roxbury not Taxpayers of Roxbury.  (In previous minutes, the Board explained they sent it out 
to taxpayers because their properties are the ones affected by the junkyards) Tim also asked what the 
Board expected to gain.  Clare stated that people have been voicing their concerns, surveys were sent 
out to see what people wanted.  Dave stated this gives legal means to enforce laws.  It was also 
mentioned that Village Center Designation would give the village access to grants.  The Board will seek 
legal advice on the proposed ordinance.   
 
6.  Public – No Public 
  
7.  Road Commissioner's Report 
 a) Roads are good.  Warren Mountain Road will be closed for three weeks to through traffic  

    starting August 16.  Notices will be posted.   
 b) Equipment is good. 
 c) Dave received a proposal from Jerry Tabor (Tabor Earth Extractors) for a two-year contract for  

    sand and gravel.  
 

      For the 2021-2022 Year 
  Winter Sand Delivered - $13.00 per yard 
  Crushed Gravel Delivered - $16.00 per yard 
  Crushed Gravel picked up at pit - $13.00 per yard 
  Bank Run Gravel picked up at pit - $10.00 per yard  
  Hourly Trucking - $85.00 
 
     For the 2022-2023 Year 
  Winter Sand Delivered - $13.75 per yard 
  Crushed Gravel Delivered - $17.00 per yard 
  Crushed Gravel picked up at pit - $13.50 per yard 
  Bank Run Gravel picked up at pit - $10.00 per yard 
  Hourly Trucking - $90.00 
 
     Tim stated he feels it is ridiculous our loader and trucks go to the state pit.  Can they keep  
     gravel at the Town Garage?  Carl Ellis reminded the Board that he had previously discussed  
     having the Town store gravel on his property on Ellis Road.  Carl is agreeable to storing on his  
     property.  No action taken. 
 
      Dave moved to accept the two-year proposal for sand and gravel.  The motion was seconded  
      and passed with all ayes. 

 
8.  Financial Report 
 a) The orders were reviewed. The Board discussed the status of the budget that ended on June  

    30th.  Currently there is a surplus due to underspending and increased income.  Tammy  
    mentioned the Reynolds invoice had been submitted on time by the Fire Department but she  
    mistakenly thought it was a highway invoice not fire department so she did not pay it.  She  
     transferred the amount from the fire department operating budget to the Fire Department  
     Equipment Fund.  That way their budget was cleaned up.  The invoice to Reynolds will come 
     out of the Equipment Fund.   Dave moved to approve orders with add-ons.  The motion was  
     seconded and passed with all ayes.  Since the highway budget has a surplus, Dave requested  
     $10,000 to be transferred to the Grants Fund to cover the Town’s share of the Warren  
     Mountain Road Slope Project.  No objections to Dave’s request.  Add-ons were Neil Daniels  



 

 

     Construction for the Warren Mountain Road Slope Project and the People’s United Bank for  
     the grader loan. 
      

9.  Unfinished Business  
 a) Tammy gave the Board the list of unlicensed dogs.  Tammy will give the list to the Town’s  
      Animal Control Officer, Janine Manninen, to pursue getting them licensed. 
 
10.  New Business 
 a) By consensus, the Board approved the Certificate of No Appeals submitted by the Listers.  The  

    Board signed the document. 
 b) The Board discussed the pre-buys with Gillespie Fuels.  Dave moved to approve the pre-buys  

     for Option 2 with Gillespie Fuels.  The motion was seconded and passed 2 to 0, Clare  
     abstained from voting. 
c) The Board discussed the draft copy of the 2021-2022 Selectboard Meetings.  By consensus,  
     the Board approved the schedule.  Town Meeting is on March 1, 2022. 
d) The Listers submitted an Error & Omissions.  A property still had a mobile home on it which it  
     should not have had.  Dave moved to approve the Lister’s Error & Omissions for the removal  
     of property from the Selby Jones Estate.  The motion was seconded and passed with all ayes. 
 

11.  Other Business - None  
 
12.  Dave moved to approve minutes of June 28, 2021 and July 6, 2021 as submitted.  The motion was  
     seconded and passed with all ayes. 
 
13.  Executive Session – Dave moved to go into executive session to discuss personnel.  The motion  
       was seconded and passed with all ayes.  The Board entered executive session at 9:20 p.m.  The  
       Board exited executive session at 9:29 p.m.  No action taken. 
 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Tammy Legacy, Selectboard Assistant           
Approved on August 2, 2021 


