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Farming, Food and Education
One thing that I know is true is that all humans have the right to eat healthy, nutritious 
food. And that all humans should have access to healthy, nutritious food. I also know 
that I love food. Food gives me sustenance, excitement, ambition, and connection. I 
am a farmer because I love food. I farm because I love to be connected to the earth, the 
soil, the elements, and to people. I farm because I love community. My family started 
Drift Farmstead 12 years ago after farming in Southern Vermont. We started the farm 
because we believe that food is community and the community needs food. And we 
believe that food should be grown from healthy soil that is alive and well stewarded. 

Our farm is full of animals, vegetables, forest, people, and love. As a family that works 
long days, often weeks in a row, we know what it means to be a family that struggles.  
The one thing I don’t want families to struggle for is high-quality food. Drift Farm-
stead offers Farm Shares that include vegetables and meat from our farm and chicken 
from Small Step Farm, another Roxbury family farm. Our goal is to have shares 
available for all. We partner with The Northeast Organic Farming Association (NOFA) 
to offer subsidized Farm Shares and rely on donations to offer additional subsidized 
shares.  This is one thing we can do to make sure all are fed. 

COVID-19 has brought a whole other level of stress to families. Our immediate 
response to COVID was to make sure that we could find a way to offer more food 
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Roxbury Newsy
Your community newsletter

Do you have upcoming newslet-
ter submissions, suggestions, or 
corrections to the mailing list?  

Please contact the RFL at 
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org 
or 802-485-6860.
Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney 
Jenkins, Jane Pincus and Heidi Albright 
for compiling, editing and designing this 
issue of the Newsy! 
We hope you enjoy it. 
© 2021 Roxbury Newsy.                 continued on next page...see Celestial Events, page 3, and the Naturalist’s Corner, page 7,  for hints!
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Crossword Puzzle
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Down: Across:
1. the angular separation between the Sun and

the planet, with Earth as the reference
point.

2. when a volcano spews ash or lava it is
called an_____________.

3. an interstellar cloud of dust, hydrogen,
helium and other ionized gases

4. the point in the orbit of a planet, asteroid, or
comet at which it is closest to the sun

5. when two astronomical objects are on
opposite sides of the celestial sphere, as
observed from a given body.

6. when birds fly outside their normal
overwintering range in search of food.

7. the occasional apparent backwards motion
of the planets as seen in Earth's sky.

8. a measure of the brightness of a star or
other astronomical object observed from
Earth.
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Roxbury Crossword Puzzle An example of one of the free grocery bags offered to the community through Drift Farmstead and its 
partner organizations.
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From the Town Clerk’s Office
2021 TOWN MEETING 
The Roxbury Selectboard voted to have all articles voted by 
Australian Ballot.  In-person Town Meeting will not take 
place this year.  Voting may take place at the Town Office. A 
notice will be posted of all changes. 
 
A postcard will be sent to all active voters allowing them to re-
quest an absentee ballot.  Voters can also call the Town Clerk’s 
Office requesting a ballot.  The polls will be open for anyone 
who would like to vote in person but with COVID-19 still 
active in Vermont, we are hoping you will consider voting by 
absentee ballot.  The Town Clerk’s Office has tried very hard to 
keep everyone safe, whether they are town officials or visitors.  
 
An Informational Meeting is required to be held within ten days 
of Town Meeting.  More info will be posted on the day and 
time for this meeting.  This meeting will be held virtually, most 
likely by conference call.  Please read the Town Report when 
you receive it.  The Selectboard will try to explain the articles 
you will be voting on in their report.
 
Deadline for submitting petitions for articles to be added to the 
Town Meeting Warning is January 14.  Deadline for submitting 
consent forms for candidates to be added to the Town Meeting 
Ballot is January 25th.  
 
SURVEY TO TAXPAYERS 
The Roxbury Selectboard has decided to send out a survey to all 
taxpayers regarding a junkyard ordinance.  Please consider fill-
ing out the survey and returning it in the self-addressed stamped 
envelope.  The Selectboard really wants to know the taxpayers’ 
opinion on whether Roxbury should have an ordinance to regu-
late the outdoor storage of junk and junk vehicles.
 
TAXES 
Third installment of property taxes is February 12, 2021.
 
The Town Office will be open until 5pm on the Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday of the week that taxes are due.
 
Normal office hours are Tuesday – Friday, 9am – noon/1pm – 
4pm
 
2021 DOG LICENSES 
Dog Licenses are available.  Dogs are required to be licensed 
annually by April 1st.  COVID-19 put a hold on enforcing that 
dogs be licensed in 2020 but the reprieve is over. Dogs must be 
licensed or legal action may happen. Please contact the Town 
Clerk for more information.

to Roxbury families. We partnered with The Roxbury Food 
Shelf, The Roxbury Village School, and Community Harvest 
of Central Vermont (CHCV) to offer free family grocery bags 
this past summer and again this winter (see photo on front 
cover). The grocery bags are full of Vermont staples, includ-
ing Red Hen Bread, Maple Meadow Farm Eggs, VTC apples, 
Bear Roots Farm rainbow carrots, radishes, and more. We 
plan to continue offering the farm-fresh food until supplies 
run out. A HUGE thank you to CHCV for working so hard to 
glean and collect food that helps feed our communities. 

The second thing that I 
know is true is that I love 
education. I love having the 
farm and forest as a class-
room. Drift Farmstead is 
home to The Vermont Farm 
and Forest School (VFFS)
and partners with The 
Roxbury Village School for 
Farm-to-School learning. 
Students visit the farm for 
core academic integration 
and place-based learning. 
We also join the students 
at the school for in-class 
learning, taste tests, school 

gardens, and more. We also offer summer camps, Friday Farm 
and Forest School for Vermont children.  And the big news 
is that we are opening a state-recognized independent school 
in Fall 2021!!  This school is another response to COVID-19. 
We had many requests from families this past fall to expand 
our programming so that students could have more outdoor 
learning opportunities. The 3-day-a-week program has been 
such a success that we want to offer it more widely and full 
time. To learn more you can visit our website, see below. 

To learn more about any of the mentioned organizations or 
farms you can visit here:

www.driftfarmsteadvt.com
www.vermontfarmandforestschool.org
www.communityharvestvt.org
www.smallstepfarm.blogspot.com

If you are in need of groceries and/or are interested in 
supporting subsidized farm shares please contact Misse 
vtfarmandforestschool@gmail.com

May All Be Fed.
Love from your community farmer,
Misse Axelrod and Family 
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
Happy New Year Roxbury!

We are excited to start the year off by announcing to the com-
munity that our collection has grown by tens of thousands of 
items since our last mailing.  Yeah, that’s a lot.  How did we 
manage to increase the collection by that large a number?  We 
are now offering patrons access to two new digital services — 
Kanopy and Hoopla.  Kanopy offers digital streaming videos 
and lectures.  Hoopla offers downloadable videos, books, 
audiobooks, and music.  Each of these services works on a 
credit – play system.  (i.e. each month you are granted x amount 
of credits to use to access content)  Please let us know what you 
think about these new offerings and if you have any questions 
about how to access them.

As this issue went to print we still have our doors open for 
patrons to access the building.  So, with all COVID safety 
precautions in place, we are currently offering in-person brows-
ing plus curbside or home deliveries for library materials.  Just 
let us know how you’d like to access the collection and we will 
get you connected.  We are open on Tues., Wed., Thur., and Sat. 
through the spring. Even if we need to close the RFL building 
again, remember the library will still be here and accessible, just 
in a different way.
  
We wish you all a safe and healthy 2021. Let the RFL help you 
fill up the New Year with great information and entertainment. 

                continued on page 6...

“Farms, Food and Education”  continued from front page..
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The Newsy always welcomes new contributors. 
Please let us know if you have anything you’d like 
to share with the community and we can get it 
into the next issue. Send questions and content to 
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.
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Field Naturalist’s Corner
Bird Irruptions
This year is a northern irruption year for birds. Irruptions 
occur when insufficient food sources for the population of 
birds overwintering in the boreal forests of Canada cause 
them to fly south in search of a steady food supply. Ir-
ruptions are not migrations. A migration is a set seasonal 
movement of a species, whereas an irruption is sporadic 
movement in response to food availability.  When boreal 
trees experience a mast year (where trees produce a bum-
per crop of seeds), bird populations increase. Often, after a 
mast year, there is a food shortage in the following years, 
causing the now larger bird populations to irrupt (not 
erupt!) southward. Snowy owls also irrupt into New Eng-
land, as their prey population size depends on the amount 
of seeds available. Northern irruptions usually occur in 
cycles of four to six years. Now is the time to watch your 
bird feeders for unusual birds, such as Common Redpolls, 
Pine Siskins and Evening Grosbeaks!

Roxbury Review of Books
by Jane Pincus
The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See  
               

During this time of COVID I have been 
reading a lot. The Island of Sea Women, 
by Lisa See, was a revelation. This book 
joins the acres of books showing me just 
how much there is to learn about almost 
everything -- in this case, Korea. As an 
American teen-ager in the 1950s, I was 
mostly unaware of what was happening 
during the Korean war.

Certainly one book can’t tell us all there 
is to know, but why not start with The Island of Sea Women? 
A historical fiction, it brings to life a fascinating island com-
munity, Jeju, just south of the Korean peninsula. Taking place 
over many decades, through the Japanese colonization of the 
1930s and 1940s, World War II, the Korean war and the mod-
ern era, it tells about the lives of two women who belong to a 
women’s diving collective on the island, and who are respon-
sible for providing most of the seafood for their communities. 
Amazingly, well into their 70s and 80s, they free-dive in the 
ocean for food, often in freezing waters, to nourish and sus-
tain family and friends. Forces beyond their control and the 
passage of years test their intense and complicated friendship. 

The Island of Sea Women is complex and beautifully written, 
a joy to read, and a marvelous way of ‘diving’ into a new and 
challenging world.

VFFS summer students from EV Kids, 
Boston show the bounty of the harvest!
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2020 GENERAL ELECTION 
321 voters voted by absentee; 119 voters came to the polls.  
There was a total of 440 votes counted.
 
The 2016 General Election had 385 votes cast.  102 voted by 
absentee and 283 voted in person.
 
Newly elected Justices of Peace are:  Gerry D’Amico, Bill 
Hansen, Sally Kirn, Sue Nevins and Arthur Smith
 
The newly elected Washington County Senators are:  Ann 
Cummings, Andrew Perchlik and Anthony Pollina.
 
The newly elected Orange-Washington-Addison State Repre-
sentatives are:  Jay Hooper and Larry Satcowitz.
 
COVID-19 RELATED FUNDS 
The Secretary of State’s Office provided funds to help with 
the Primary Election ($250) and the General Election ($198).  
 
The Town Clerk applied for a grant from The Center for 
Technology and Civic Life.  These funds must be used for 
election related needs.  The amount awarded was $5,000.  A 
new laptop computer and software, IT service, sneeze guard, 
election signs and UV Wands were purchased.  Some of the 
funds were used to offset the cost of an on-demand generator 
that will be installed at the Town Office.   
 
The Town Clerk also applied for a Local Government Ex-
pense Reimbursement Grant.  The amount received was 
$3,242.  Those funds were used to help pay for hand sanitizer, 
gloves, office supplies, thermometers, technology and IT 
service, COVID-19 signs and new plexiglass barrier that was 
installed in the Town Office.  
 
The funds were used to help keep the public and staff safe 
during this difficult time.   
 
HIGHWAY ROAD PROJECTS 
The highway crew completed several projects this past fall.  
Warren Mountain Road, Cram Hill Road and Cruickshank 
Road all had work done on it via grants.  The Warren Moun-
tain Road Slope Project has been awarded to Neil Daniels Inc.  
The work will start very soon and most of it may be done by 
the time you get this newsletter.  In the spring, they will finish 
up the work they couldn’t do in the winter. 
 
HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT 
The new 2020 Ford Truck has arrived.  
 

SELECTBOARD MEETINGS 
Currently, the Selectboard meetings are being held via confer-
ence calls.  Please look at the agendas for dates and details on 
how to participate.  
 
Steve Twombly resigned as Selectman, Shane Ryan was ap-
pointed to fill the position until Town Meeting.
 

TOWN-WIDE REAP-
PRAISAL 
New England Municipal 
Consultants have been 
working on the town-wide 
reappraisal.  You should 
be hearing from them later 
this spring or early summer.  
They will start scheduling ap-
pointments to visit properties.  
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Celestial Events: 
January-March 2021

By Kai Pincus

¤ Quadrantid meteor showers, Jan. 1-3
¤ Earth reaches perihelion 147,000,000 km

from the Sun, Jan. 2
¤ Mercury reaches greatest eastern
elongation (evening sky) 19° from 

the Sun, Jan.23
¤ Full moon, Jan. 28

¤ mercury retrograde, Jan.30-Feb.20
¤ mars  perseverance rover landing, Feb. 

18, approx. 3:30 PM (EST)
¤ Full moon, Feb. 27

¤ Asteroid Vesta reaches opposition at
magnitude 6.00 and 204,000,000 km 

from Earth, Mar.4
¤ Mercury reaches greatest western

elongation
(morning sky) 27° from the Sun, Mar. 6

¤ Full Moon, Mar. 28

Orion nebula, visible during the winter months

Roxbury Village School
Happy New Year, Roxbury!  

As we head into 2021, the staff and students at Roxbury Village 
School are happy and excited to be back at school after winter 
break.  Just before the winter break, we celebrated “Vermont 
Lights the Way” from Governor Scott’s initiative to brighten 
communities around the state amidst the pandemic.  We got cre-
ative and showed our support and care for one another in bright 
ways here at RVS.  It was our hope to spread joy and hope for 
all and especially for our children.  Together, we appreciated 

what we have today as we 
look forward to brighter days 
ahead.  At school, we cel-
ebrated kindness and showed 
our care and concern for 
others in many ways while 
finding ways to be bright.  
We wrote letters to loved 
ones who may live far away, 
donated non-perishable food 
items to the Roxbury Food 
Shelf, practiced random acts 
of kindness, wrote notes of 
gratitude to special people in 
our lives, and created post-
ers for front line workers 
as a way of showing support 
for the work they are doing 
during the pandemic.  On the 
first day of winter, we wore 
bright colors to usher in the 

winter season.  On the last day before break, we wore pajamas 
to school to get ready for a relaxing vacation.  While we were 
unable to partake in many of the previous ways that the season 
had been celebrated at school in the past, we were excited to 
create new memories and opportunities to celebrate this time of 
year.

A special thank you goes out to our Roxbury Parent Teacher 
Organization!  The PTO made our Kindness Week celebration 
even better through their various donations.  They paid for the 
postage and provided the envelopes that enabled students to 
mail letters to loved ones.  Beyond that, they donated light up 
glow sticks and string lights to help us be brighter on the first 
day of winter.  We are so grateful for their continued support of 
our school and our students.

We continue to be grateful for the ongoing support from 
the greater Roxbury community.  As we strive to pro-
vide the best education possible for our students, we’d like 

 
As part of our Week of Kindness, RVS 
Kindergarten students created a large 
poster thanking front line workers. A parent 
shared this picture to let us know how happy 
and grateful the staff are for this very kind 
gesture!

your input on a community survey.  We value your input 
as we create a vision for the future of Roxbury Village 
School.  To access the survey, please visit this link:  RVS 
Community Survey (https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScTgYSpiL29caBG4DZD4_JhaaS84HLWmiob-
sWPBZ55SyRIYOA/viewform?usp=sf_link). 
 

You may also scan the QR code for quick access:
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A Roxbury pup showing off her 
rabies tag and dog license! Make sure 
your dog is licensed by April 1, 2021.

Tiger of 
Time

 (Inspired by my grandson’s 
toy tiger)

 by Jane Pincus

Bending over photos
Of friends and ourselves 
Months, decades ago…..
Who stays? Who thrives? 
Who leaves? Who’s gone?  

   And the sad tiger lay down and cried.

What? Your beard was black back then? 
                 How pregnant she looks!
See, my bay mare Kate grazed on the lawn.

Were we so ever casually sprawled 
In the haystack

That magic day in the sun?
Martin, long gone. He smiles, so alive  
   The tiger slows, coils on the ground.

O, dear one –our children beside us for 
now

We, joyous, hope and abide.
Passage of time, I love -but yet 

fear- your jokes. 
   At sunrise the tiger 
awakes to the dawn.
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Roxbury Food Shelf 
We are asking individuals in need of food to 
please contact Claire Chomentowski at 485-
7779. She will let you know how food may be 
picked up, or if necessary, delivered. 

Red Cross Shelter
The Roxbury Village School is an American Red Cross Emer-
gency Shelter. The school now has a generator which makes the 
building a great resource in case of an emergency. 

Tina Young is the coordinator and can be reached at tinay-
oung@mpsvt.org or 262-1506. Please contact her if you would 
like to be added to the list of volunteers. 

We have cots, blankets, and dried food stored at the shelter.
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Underhill Central School Garden

more veggies, please!

Roxbury Town Website 
Did you start a business in 2020? We have a great Business 
Directory for our Roxbury businesses. I’d love to add you to 
the listing.
https://roxburyvt.org/roxburyvt-local-businesses/

The COVID-19 Resources page on the Town of Roxbury 
website is updated regularly. There are a number of different 
pages of resources for you. https://roxburyvt.org/resources-vt/

Minutes and Agendas of municipal meetings are posted to 
the website. Selectboard Agendas get posted on Front Porch 
Forum (FPF) as well. If you haven’t signed up for FPF, 
you should! Your neighbors, organizations and the state have 
useful entries. I find useful information to add to the website 
by reading FPF.

Hunting/fishing information is available and also various 
information sheets that change with the seasons (ticks, 
heat-related, etc). The town website is a great source of 
information. Check it out! If you have suggestions or 
information to add, email your Webmaster at roxburyvtweb@
gmail.com.

 The Town of Roxbury website now has a page devoted 
to our town parks. This serves as a centralized area for 
updates regarding the downtown park project approved by 
the Selectboard. Agendas and Minutes of the Committee 
overseeing the Roxbury Donor Fund are available on this 
page. Details on the Roxbury Donor Fund are also posted 
here. If you have updates on this project, please email me at 
roxburyvtweb@gmail.com. The new page is listed under ‘Our 
Roxbury’: https://roxburyvt.org/roxbury-parks/

I hope that you and your families and friends have a 
wonderful, safe, healthy and happy 2021 and that we can get 
back to our normal activities once again and enjoy all our 
great little state has to offer!

Tatiana (Nina) Govoni
Webmaster, Town of Roxbury VT

Roxbury Senior Lunches are cancelled until further notice. Please reach out to 
seniors in our community to see if they need assistance during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Let’s all help to keep them safe and healthy!
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Visit our Town website for official information on the COVID-19 pandemic. 
www.roxburyvt.org/resources-vt/covid-19-resources/

Heidi Albright and her draft pony Bonny John move rocks with a stonebaot to 
rebuild a washed out culvert .

Calling all Roxbury Kids !

Tell us what you did this Fall! Got a story to 
share? We want your artwork, poetry, photos 
and writing to publish in the next Newsy.
Send it to librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

The Gifts of the Season
by Dotti Guiffre, Dec. 5 2020

Snowflakes hover above our meadows, and slowly fall
Transforming our landscapes, and covering all
Quietly shaping the world, we see
Quite oblivious to you and me.
 
Inspiring us to think, what if each flake was a wish
For caring, and peace, and filling each dish
Healing the needs and pain in our world
As each small flake around us swirls.
 
Open your hearts and you will see 
The kind of world we need to be
A place that values “gentle” and “kind” 
Spreading joy, to soul and mind 

Roxbury Fish Hatchery News
I wanted to provide an update on the Roxbury Hatchery. As 
most of you know, the facility rebuild is finally complete and 
is in the process of coming back online. The first fish stockings 
will leave the facility in the spring of 2022. The facility grounds 
are currently open to the public; however, the buildings remain 
closed due to COVID-19. There will be fish out in the viewing 
ponds, and you will be able to feed fish like in years past before 
the flood. Look for those ponds to be stocked with fish next 
spring. Fish and Wildlife is looking forward to having a re-
opening ceremony next summer. Enjoy the winter, and we look 
forward to welcoming you all next spring. 

 A Park for the Village Center 
The Roxbury Selectboard has agreed to accept the donation 
of land for a development of a park in the village center of 
Roxbury.  The property is a vacant lot located across from the 
school. The goal for developing a park is to have a place where 
people can sit, chat, perhaps play chess, enjoy a snack etc. under 
the shade of the exceptionally large tree on the site.  
Donations are now being sought for the purpose of purchas-
ing this land.  (Courtney, I was two persons removed, but I 
believe Betty requested “Solicitation” be changed to “dona-
tion” since they are currently being accepted now)
Donations can be made by check to “Roxbury Donor Fund” 
with indication on the check that its purpose is for the park.  
Checks should be sent or delivered to the Town of Roxbury, 
1664 Roxbury Road, Box 53, Roxbury, Vermont 05669.  In 
the event that sufficient funds are not raised the monies will be 
returned to the donors.

Planning  Commission
The four Planning Commission members have continued 
to meet twice a month, either virtually or in person.  We are 
receiving much appreciated support from the Central Vermont 
Regional Planning Commission.  We hope to complete the 
Town Plan and begin the approval rounds in the early months 
of 2021.  This will involve public hearings, held by both the 
Roxbury Planning Commission and the Selectboard, prior 
to  adoption of the plan before submission to the Regional 
Planning Commission for approval.
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Potato and Greens Gratin
6-8 medium potatoes
3-4 big handfuls of fresh spinach, chard or kale (you can also 
use frozen greens, just thaw out before layering)
1 clove of garlic, chopped
6 Tbs butter
1 ½ Tbs salt
½ tsp ground pepper
4-6 oz sharp cheddar cheese, grated 
½ cup milk

Pre-heat oven to 350º F
Rub a 9x13” baking dish with 1T of the butter, then scatter 
with the chopped garlic 
Slice potatoes as thin as you can, and layer one third of 
them in the baking dish
Sprinkle one third of the salt and pepper, add a layer of 
greens and a third of the cheese, dot with butter
Continue layering in that order, ending with cheese and a 
few dots of butter
Pour the milk over the whole thing!
Cover with foil, bake until potatoes are tender when 
pierced with a fork, just over an hour. Remove foil, bake a 
little longer to brown the cheese,  and then serve . Enjoy!


