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Do you have upcoming
newsletter submissions,
suggestions, or corrections
to the mailing list?

Thanks to the Roxbury Road Crew for
all their hard work keeping our roads
passable!

photo contributed by Mel Hall

In April, they begin to breed in small ponds or vernal
pools. Their distinctive duck-like mating call can be
heard before the ice has fully melted. Females are much
larger than males, and
coloration can range
from bright copper
to muddy brown or
black. All wood frogs
have a black “robber’s
mask” across their
eyes. After laying
eggs all at once, the
adults return to the
woodlands for the
remainder of the year.
roxbury

Photos and illustrations contributed by
Kai Pincus, Heidi Albright, Mel Hall and
the RVS PTO

Please contact the RFL at
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org
or 802-485-6860.
Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney
Jenkins, Jane Pincus and Heidi Albright
for compiling, editing and designing this
issue of the Newsy!
We hope you enjoy it.
© 2020 Roxbury Newsy.

“Snowdrops” photo by Kai Pincus
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A Mystery in Roxbury
A mock mystery for you to solve !

A strange visitor came to Roxbury a few days ago. We were busy at the Library preparing
to temporarily close down due to the pandemic when a stranger came to our door. What
was a stranger doing in Roxbury now? Hadn’t he heard about the challenges facing us all?
Could he be carrying the virus? Naturally, we were alarmed. He saw that we were concerned and stayed in the doorway. “Don’t worry,” he said. “I won’t come closer, but I need
to ask for your help.” Well, that’s what the Roxbury Free Library is here for, but how could
we help him? What did he need?
“I’m looking for a friend of mine who has been missing for a while. The last place we
know he was headed for was Roxbury.” How mysterious-- we wanted to know more!
He said he had some old friends in Roxbury, old wounds to heal and old secrets to be
revealed. In Roxbury? What old wounds? What old secrets? We were intrigued, and in
spite of protocol and the danger of infection, we asked the stranger to come in and tell us
more. Of course, we kept an appropriate six-foot separation and all our disinfecting wipes
at hand. He came in and continued his tale. His missing friend had mentioned seven people
he was going to see when he was here--they are now prime suspects! The stranger didn’t
know their names, but his friend described them like this:
1) a woman who knew a great deal about the history of Roxbury. She’d traveled to foreign
lands and taught at the University. She had access to information that his missing friend
needed.
2) a local artist of some re-known. She lived high in the hills and had a storied past in the
continued on next page...
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City.
3) a retired professor who had been on many journeys through
the world himself. He knew a lot about the village and its
past.
4) a local writer who was writing a “tell-all” book that some
might not appreciate.
5) a musician with a mysterious past on the road.
6) a lawyer who had promises to keep.
7) a gardener, who grew secrets along with roses.
Desperately, the stranger begged us help locate these folks
and ask if any of them knew where his friend had gone, or if
he might be in trouble . . . or worse. He hoped there might be
all kinds of clues and information hidden around the village.
“Like what?” we asked.
He listed some possibilities:
• A used train ticket
• A newspaper clipping
• A letter from a business partner
• A broken watch
• A false alibi
• A witness statement
• A death certificate
• A hotel receipt
• A broken record
• A torn photograph
• Or even . . . bloodstains in a parking lot!
We were flabbergasted at the thought of so many possibilities.
How could we ever hope of solving such a tangled mystery?
We asked for more information, but the stranger had none. He
simply shook his head and left, saying he’d be back on Green
Up Day to see if we had found his missing friend. Once he
was gone, we scrubbed down every surface and racked our
brains to figure out how to unravel the clues.
Then the solution came to us-- The Newsy! We could appeal
to the good citizens of Roxbury to help us!
Attention Super Slueths of Roxbury! Over the course
of April, additional information as well as clues, will be
hidden in various spots around town, starting with the Library. We are currently closed to the public, but on April
11th we will post a notice on the exterior bulletin board
where you can find the first clue and directions to the next.
On Green-Up Day (May 2nd), we will come together at
4:00 in the Community Hall/Senior Center, where the
“suspects” will be available for questioning. Then you can
say “WHODUNIT!” We can hear what really happened to
the stranger’s missing friend, and have a general celebration of spring*.
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*We are keeping our fingers crossed, but in the event that gatherings of over ten people are still prohibited at that time, we will
find a way to announce the solution. In the meantime—Happy
Sleuthing!!
RFL
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posted on the website and at the Town Office. Please call if you
have any questions.

roxbury
free library

From the Town Clerk’s Office
DUE TO COVID-19, THE ROXBURY TOWN OFFICES
WILL BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.
Staff will still be working regular hours. Anyone needing assistance can call 802-485-7840 or 802-485-7860, or email the
staff at townrox@tds.net. There is also a drop-off box to the left
of the front door of the Town Office that you can use to drop off
dog license paperwork and funds, or tax payments.
Please do not hesitate to contact the staff if you need assistance.
We are here to help.
If anyone needs to research land records, an appointment is
required. One person at a time will be allowed to research.
If you are not feeling well, please stay home, self-quarantine,
and get better. Hopefully, we all can help keep our medically
fragile residents and wonderful older friends safe.
2020 DOG LICENSES and VACCINATIONS
THE ROXBURY SELECTBOARD HAS EXTENDED THE
DEADLINE FOR LICENSING DOGS TO MAY 1ST.
The cost is $9.00 for a neutered dog and $13.00 for an un-neutered dog. After May 2nd, the cost will be $11.00 for a neutered
dog and $17.00 for an un-neutered dog. It is the law of the
State of Vermont to license dogs annually. Owners of unlicensed dogs can be fined up to $500 and/or the dog(s) could be
impounded and destroyed. It is the law of the State of Vermont
that all dogs are vaccinated every three years. The first vaccination is only good for one year.
LISTER’S ANNUAL GRAND LIST MAINTENANCE
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Listers may not be conducting interior inspections of homes/buildings that have had
construction work done. The Listers will be in touch with the
property owners to schedule an appointment, whether in person,
via email, or on the property. Protecting everyone is very important to town officials.
TAXES
The next property tax installment is due on May 8, 2020. The
office should be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday of that week. The Town accepts postmarked envelopes.
If there are any changes due to COVID-19, a notice will be
continued on page 7...

SUMMER HOURS
Summer hours will begin on May 8th. The Town Office will
close at noon on Fridays. Summer hours will end the last Friday
of September.
The Highway Department will start summer hours on May 8.
The road crew will work Monday through Thursday, 6 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. They will not normally work on Fridays. Summer
hours will end the last Friday of September.
2020 TOWN MEETING
Town Meeting was held on March 3rd at the Roxbury Town
Hall (Village School). Eighty-three voters attended the annual
meeting (only 69 attended in 2019). Two hundred and forty
seven voters voted for Town Officials, non-profit organizations’
requests for funds, and the Montpelier/Roxbury School District articles. Two hundred and thirty-eight voters voted in the
Presidential Primary. All articles voted on the floor passed, all
non-profit organizations’ requests for funds passed, and all articles for the Montpelier/Roxbury School District passed in both
towns. You can see the results on the Town’s website: www.
roxburyvt.org.
It was nice to see new people attend Town Meeting. And as
usual, it was good to see the regular attendees.
2020-2021 PROPERTY TAX DUE DATES
At Town Meeting, the voters approved the dates the property
taxes will be due. The dates are Friday, August 14, 2020; Friday,
November 13, 2020; Friday, February 12, 2021, and Friday,
May 21, 2021.
GREEN UP DAY
Green Up Day is May 2nd. Roxbury should be having the annual gathering. Please consider participating in Green Up Day,
and keep Roxbury as clean as we can. Bring the trash that you
pick up off the ground to the Town Garage. Green Up bags will
be available at the Town Office. There will be a tire collection
at the Town Garage. Cost for tires is not known at this time. If
COVID-19 changes things, notices will be posted on the website.
NEW HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT
In 2019, the Town replaced the aging Grader. In 2020, the 2012
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International Truck will be replaced with another International Truck. Also, the 2012 Ford Truck will be replaced with
another Ford Truck.
SELECTBOARD
The Roxbury Selectboard organized on March 16. The Chair
of the Board is Steve Twombly, and Vice-Chair is Clare St.
John. The third member of the Board is Dave McShane.
THIS IS A DIFFICULT TIME FOR EVERYONE. PLEASE
STAY SAFE. KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM OTHERS.
STAY AT HOME IF POSSIBLE.
CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBORS IF YOU THINK THEY
MAY NEED SOMETHING. ROXBURY’S OLDER RESIDENTS MAY DECIDE NOT TO VENTURE OUT, PLEASE
CHECK TO SEE IF THEY NEED ANY ASSISTANCE.
roxbury
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“RFL Notes” continued from page 6...

the collection, so you can expect new materials coming into
the RFL throughout the closure. Please let us know if there is
something new you’d like us to acquire.
Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi will stay on and patrons can use our Wi-Fi from
outside the building 24/7 (no password required).
Downloadable Materials: If you have already set up an
account with the Listen Up Vermont (LUV) through the
Roxbury Free Library, you can check out e-books and audio
books through https://gmlc.overdrive.com/. If you haven’t,
please contact us and we will help you get setup. You can also
get free e-books at https://www.gutenberg.org/.
Other great online tools accessible with your library account include:
Universal Class – More than 500 online classes available for
free with your library account.
Vermont Online Library – Fantastic databases on a wide spectrum of topics.
Learning Express – A powerful online platform to help prep
for professional exams, job advancement, and more.
RFL
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The Newsy always welcomes new contributors. Please let us know if you have anything
you’d like to share with the community and we can get it into the next issue. Send
questions and content to librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
I had expected to start off this edition with a warm welcome
to our new assistant director, Lisa Mercurio, as well as an
invitation to you to stop by and meet her. But, chances are
when you are reading this you will not be able to stop by the
RFL and introduce yourself because the RFL is closed to the
public until April 15th, in response to the state of emergency
from COVID-19. We are excited to have Lisa as part of the
RFL staff, but now is not the time for meet-and-greets. What
we should do instead is encourage you to call the RFL to
check in and let us know how you are doing. We want to
take this opportunity to remind the whole community that
the RFL building is closed to the public, but the library is
still open and staff are here to continue serving the community as best we can during the closure. I included at the
end of our column what the RFL’s systems of operations look
like near the end of March. As much change has occurred
in the last three days, I don’t expect this will all be accurate
when you receive it, so please monitor our COVID-19 post,
where you will find the most up-to-date information about
RFL operations (http://roxburyfreelibrary.org/uncategorized/
covid-19-resources/). We are here, please be in touch and
let us know what would be helpful, or what you would like
to have access to during the closure.
Now, moving on to the post-closure library happenings.
Programming and meetings are all on hold and will be
rescheduled after we have a better sense for when gatherings of people will be permitted again. We are optimistically
planning to hold our Annual Book Sale and Raffle Drawing
on Green Up Day (May 2nd from 9:00 - 3:00) in the Community Center. We will be accepting donations of books for the
sale the day before and morning of the sale at the Community
Center. Raffle tickets are available at the RFL now, and at the
Community Center on Green Up Day, until the drawing of the
winners in the afternoon. Finally, we are beginning to plan
out our summer reading program for 2020. The theme this
year is Imagine Your Story. We have a comic book workshop
tentatively scheduled for August 8th, and we hope to offer
more activities during July. Parents, we are going to be reaching out to families over the next month, soliciting feedback
on preferences for what to include in our youth programming
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this summer. Please reach out to us anytime to discuss what you
would like to see for youth summer reading programming at the
RFL this year.
Be well, stay informed, and remember that reading a great book
in front of the fire can be a near perfect form of social distancing!
Sincerely,
RFL Staff
ACCESS to LIBRARY SERVICES:
Accessing RFL Materials: We are offering curbside pickup
of RFL materials to all library patrons and home deliveries to
Roxbury residents and patrons who reside in an adjacent town
to Roxbury. To ask for specific materials or ask us to pack up
a selection of books, movies, etc., call (485-6860) or email
(librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org). Staff will still be responding
to phone calls and email messages during the closure, so please
reach out with questions and requests.
You will need to contact us to arrange a home delivery of
library materials. For both home delivery and curbside pickups, we will respect your wishes for either hand delivering the
bagged materials or you retrieving the items yourself from the
porch. Materials checked out during the closure will not be due
until May 2nd 2020.
Staff will be at the RFL during the following consolidated
hours for curbside pickup and drop off:
Tues. 3:30 - 5:00
Wed. 9:00 - 10:30
Sat. 11:00 - 12:30
Interlibrary Loan: Interlibrary loan is still a possibility for
acquiring materials we don’t own. However, I can’t make any
predictions on how quickly items will arrive, since libraries all
over the country and Canada are not operating under normal
work conditions.
Free lending library: We will be setting up a free lending
library on the porch of the library (when weather allows) for
people to select books without checking them out. Feel free to
pick one up!
Book returns: We welcome patrons to return books through the
book return box if you are healthy and able. Please don’t worry
if you are unable to get to the library. I am working to update
our system so that you will not be receiving email overdue
notices during our closure. Following the latest best practices,
all returned materials will be quarantined for 9 days before
returning to circulation. The quarantine will slow turnaround
time on some of our new bestsellers. But don’t worry, we’re
expecting to use the closure as an opportunity to weed and grow
continued on page 7...
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Roxbury Village School PTO
Greetings from the Roxbury Village School PTO!
As always, the RVS PTO has several exciting things planned for
late spring and this summer! Forgive the length of this, but we
have been BUSY!!!
First, we re-wrote our mission statement to align with what
the RVS PTO strives to do and represent as part of the new
affiliation with the Montpelier Roxbury Public Schools
Partners in Education group. Our mission now reads: To enrich
educational experiences, support our students being wellrounded socially, academically, physically and emotionally,
and connected to their community. Our mission helps us
look at what we fund and guides decisions about the events and
projects we choose to support.
Recently, we met and decided to postpone our Little Caesar’s
pizza fundraiser, given the coronavirus outbreak. We will try to
run this fundraiser at a later date. Keep in touch for updates.
The vision for a gazebo at the Roxbury
Village School continues. We have met with
the Montpelier-Roxbury school board and
they are currently doing a feasibility study.
We continue to fundraise. The plan is to
have a 20’x20’ gazebo with electricity and
lighting, to be built on the back portion of the playground. It
will provide shade and outdoor classroom space for the kids,
and offer a community gathering place. Dottie Guiffre spoke
about the gazebo at Town Meeting. People had a lot of great
ideas: a Saturday morning farmers’ market, hosting senior
lunches, family movie nights, etc. This is exactly what we are
hoping for! Let us know your questions and concerns about the
structure; keep your ideas and enthusiasm coming!
We are currently accepting pledges of support for the gazebo,
and if you are interested in contributing, we would greatly
appreciate it! Your contribution is tax deductible, as RVS PTO
is under the umbrella organization of MRPS PIE, which is a
501C3 for all the parent groups in the district.
This winter, the RVS PTO was able to support the annual
“Winter Sports program,” in conjunction with the Roxbury
Senior Center and the help of Misse Axelrod and Kelly
Guardino. A generous donor from Roxbury provided us with
funds for the ice rink liner! The kids got a chance to ice skate,
snowshoe, hang out with some new friends at the Roxbury
Senior Center, and try their hand at cooking. Thank you to
everyone for making this happen!
The RVS also supported the annual kid’s holiday shopping day.
photos this page contributed by the Roxbury PTO
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Each child at RVS gets to go “shopping” at the Community
Center and pick gifts for their immediate family members.
This is always an exciting day for the kids. It’s so much fun to
watch them look at gifts and talk about their families and say
why they are choosing each gift. A
special thanks to Melissa Rutter,
Sally Kirn, Chris Dorer-Williams,
Dottie Guiffre, and Sandra Carrillo
for helping us pull this off on an
unexpected late-start day!!
This spring we are planning our annual STEM night!! We
are looking for Roxbury volunteers to come and share their
science, math, or technology expertise as a “lab proctor.”
The students and their families have dinner, then rotate
through “labs” that focus on a variety of science, math,
and technology-related topics. We have mathematicians,
microbiologists, IT professionals, and geologists among us,
as well as science enthusiasts. If any of you are interested
in helping out, please contact the RVS PTO at roxburypto@
gmail.com.
We hope to fund a whole-school field trip to the Montshire
Science Museum this year, as well as fund the “graduating”
4th grade class for their end-of-the-year trip before they head
off to Main Street Middle School in Montpelier next fall.
Lastly, we want to try our hand at the First Annual
Independence Day Duck Race!! We will be selling tickets
with a number corresponding to your rubber duck, and after
the Independence Day parade, and after
you have enjoyed your chicken BBQ,
we will head south of town to the Third
Branch Conservation Park and release the
ducks into the river! We’ll have ice cream
at the park as well! The grand prize is $250 cash for the first
duck to cross the finish line. There will be a minimum of
twelve other prizes, to be announced at a later time. Join us
for this fun summer event.
Each duck will be $5, or you can get 5 ducks for $20. Tickets
can be reserved by emailing the RVS PTO, and picked up
at the Green Up Day book sale or the RVS parking lot from
10:30-12 on July 4th. Please buy a duck and help us make this
a big success! We would ABSOLUTELY LOVE HELP from
community members with organizing the Duck Race event,
and if anyone would like to contribute a prize, your donation
can be tax deductible.
As always, if you have any questions, ideas, or want to
help out, please let the RVS PTO know by emailing us at
roxburypto@gmail.com, visiting our website at https://www.
mrpspie.org/rvs-pg, or visiting our Facebook group.
RFL
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With hints of an early spring here in Roxbury, EF Wall is
hoping to restart earthwork mid-April, at the latest. The
remaining work includes storm-water ditching, grading, and
other site work. The goal is to have the facility complete in
June of this year.
Other exciting works to be completed include the historic
core of the facility. This area is on the north end by the three
landmark buildings. Upper ponds will be rebuilt, and will
include a sidewalk with railings. One pond will be stocked
with fish to feed, and a new pellet machine will be there to get
fish food.
All the power is being put underground to flashback to that
pre-power feel the valley once had. There will be a series of
interpretative signs relaying information about the history of
the facility and why the new facility was needed. Lastly, the
project was awarded an “Art in the state buildings” grant, and
a local stone sculptor from Barre is creating a granite piece to
be seen from the road.
The department of Fish and Wildlife will be planning a
ribbon-cutting ceremony later this summer. In the meantime,
if you have any questions or would like a sneak peek, feel
free to contact me to schedule a time. My email is Jeremy.
Whalen@vermont.gov.
Jeremy Whalen
Fish Culture Specialist V
Roxbury Fish Culture Station
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
roxbury
RFL
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So here we are in the first weeks of a statewide school closure.
What better time than now to publicly thank and praise our
Superintendent Libby Bonesteel? I assume there is not a class
for “Public School’s Response to Global-pandemics 101”, but
Libby seems to have taken and aced that class at some point.
Libby’s performance during this tumultuous time has been
commendable and we are grateful for all that she has been
able to coordinate to support and protect our students and staff
during this state of emergency. Thank you to all of our faculty,
students, and families for your willingness to work together to
get through the situation we find ourselves in.

Visit our Town website for official information on the COVID-19 pandemic.
www.roxburyvt.org/resources-vt/covid-19-resources/

Roxbury Food Shelf
Because of the COVID viral pandemic, we are asking individuals in need of food to please contact Claire Chomentowski at 485-7779. She will let you
know how food may be picked up, or
if necessary, delivered.

Sincerely,
Ryan Zajac and Gerri Huck
roxbury
RFL
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Red Cross Shelter
The Roxbury Village School is an
American Red Cross Emergency
Shelter. The school now has a generator which makes the building a great
resource in case of an emergency.

Wishing you a short mud season and Happy Spring!
Tatiana (Nina) Govoni, Town of Roxbury, VT Webmaster
roxbury
RFL
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“This sauce just might save the world!”
contributed by Courtney Jenkins
1.5c Olive Oil
4T Fresh Ginger Root
2 Lemons (the juice of)
3 heads of Garlic
1T ea. Salt & Pepper
1/8c Fresh Parsley
Combine in a food processor till creamy. Use on salads,
grains, meat, fish, pasta, or small spoonfuls!
roxbury
RFL
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Roxbury Village School News

Tina Young is the coordinator and can
be reached at tinayoung@mpsvt.org
or 262-1506. Please contact her if you
would like to be added to the list of
volunteers.

more veggies, please!

ALL EVENTS FOR RVS ARE PENDING RE-EVALUATION
OF COVID-19 SITUATION.

In the event of an emergency, volunteers would be asked to stay
at the shelter in order to enter the building. We have cots, blankets, and dried food stored at the shelter.

Have a new business in Roxbury? Want to add it to our Roxbury
Business Directory listing? Have updates to post or changes to
your existing business listing? Added a social media presence
during the last year? Let’s update your listing.
I occasionally design/post graphics for some of our small
businesses. You’ll see them posted on the homepage of the
Roxbury website. We want to promote our local businesses!
Contact me at roxburyvtweb@gmail.com with your business
details and I can do something for you.

Garlic Sauce

RFL

Students and parents who have questions about what is going
on during the closure, please follow the COVID-19 page on the
district’s website and be in contact with the principal in your
building with questions and concerns (https://www.mrpsvt.org/
covid19). Stay healthy and be in touch.

I also update the calendar on the website. If you have an event
or meeting and it doesn’t make it into the latest Newsy edition,
email me the details. I’ll post it. I also post Town notices to
Front Porch Forum, so if you haven’t joined, you should. It’s a
great (free) community resource.
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We apologize, but we did not print one this issue. When this issue went to the printer, schedules for literally everything in Vermont
were falling apart as institutions and businesses were responding to COVID-19. Rather than advertise events and meetings that
might not be happening, or could not be allowed to happen when they were initially scheduled, did not make sense to us. Please
monitor all the groups in Roxbury individually to see what might be happening and when.

RFL
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Vermont Institute of Natural Science’s (VINS) presentation
for RVS students, “Cold Blooded Critters” will take place on
Friday, April 3rd at 9:30 a.m. in the Town Hall. Community
members are welcome to attend.
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Transition Evening will take place at Main Street
free library

photo contributed by Mel Hall

I hope you have all enjoyed watching the Hatchery
reconstruction over this past summer and throughout the
winter months. Throughout the winter, work continued mostly
inside, with electrical and mechanical work. All the buildings,
except for a new ADA accessible restroom which will be built
this spring, are up.

April-June 2020

Looking for the Roxbury Community Calendar?

Montpelier-Roxbury Board of
School Directors

“Red Eft” illustration by Heidi Albright

Fish Hatchery Happenings

Roxbury Newsy Vol. 5 No. 2

the Gap” during mud
season!

You can also check
the Facebook page
“Roxbury GapStat”
to get the latest on the
Gap road conditions!

Middle School, in Montpelier, on Thursday, April 16th 6:007:30 p.m.
School will be closed for vacation April 20-24.
Spring Music Concert will take place on May 19th at 6:00
p.m. in the Town Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend.
RFL

School closed for Memorial Day, May 25th.
roxbury
free library

Roxbury Senior Lunches are cancelled until further notice. Please reach out to
seniors in our community to see if they need assistance during the COVID-19
outbreak. Let’s all help to keep them safe and healthy!
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All the power is being put underground to flashback to that
pre-power feel the valley once had. There will be a series of
interpretative signs relaying information about the history of
the facility and why the new facility was needed. Lastly, the
project was awarded an “Art in the state buildings” grant, and
a local stone sculptor from Barre is creating a granite piece to
be seen from the road.
The department of Fish and Wildlife will be planning a
ribbon-cutting ceremony later this summer. In the meantime,
if you have any questions or would like a sneak peek, feel
free to contact me to schedule a time. My email is Jeremy.
Whalen@vermont.gov.
Jeremy Whalen
Fish Culture Specialist V
Roxbury Fish Culture Station
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
roxbury
RFL
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So here we are in the first weeks of a statewide school closure.
What better time than now to publicly thank and praise our
Superintendent Libby Bonesteel? I assume there is not a class
for “Public School’s Response to Global-pandemics 101”, but
Libby seems to have taken and aced that class at some point.
Libby’s performance during this tumultuous time has been
commendable and we are grateful for all that she has been
able to coordinate to support and protect our students and staff
during this state of emergency. Thank you to all of our faculty,
students, and families for your willingness to work together to
get through the situation we find ourselves in.

Visit our Town website for official information on the COVID-19 pandemic.
www.roxburyvt.org/resources-vt/covid-19-resources/

Roxbury Food Shelf
Because of the COVID viral pandemic, we are asking individuals in need of food to please contact Claire Chomentowski at 485-7779. She will let you
know how food may be picked up, or
if necessary, delivered.

Sincerely,
Ryan Zajac and Gerri Huck
roxbury
RFL

free library

Town Website

roxbury
free library

Red Cross Shelter
The Roxbury Village School is an
American Red Cross Emergency
Shelter. The school now has a generator which makes the building a great
resource in case of an emergency.

Wishing you a short mud season and Happy Spring!
Tatiana (Nina) Govoni, Town of Roxbury, VT Webmaster
roxbury
RFL

free library

“This sauce just might save the world!”
contributed by Courtney Jenkins
1.5c Olive Oil
4T Fresh Ginger Root
2 Lemons (the juice of)
3 heads of Garlic
1T ea. Salt & Pepper
1/8c Fresh Parsley
Combine in a food processor till creamy. Use on salads,
grains, meat, fish, pasta, or small spoonfuls!
roxbury
RFL
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Roxbury Village School News

Tina Young is the coordinator and can
be reached at tinayoung@mpsvt.org
or 262-1506. Please contact her if you
would like to be added to the list of
volunteers.

more veggies, please!

ALL EVENTS FOR RVS ARE PENDING RE-EVALUATION
OF COVID-19 SITUATION.

In the event of an emergency, volunteers would be asked to stay
at the shelter in order to enter the building. We have cots, blankets, and dried food stored at the shelter.

Have a new business in Roxbury? Want to add it to our Roxbury
Business Directory listing? Have updates to post or changes to
your existing business listing? Added a social media presence
during the last year? Let’s update your listing.
I occasionally design/post graphics for some of our small
businesses. You’ll see them posted on the homepage of the
Roxbury website. We want to promote our local businesses!
Contact me at roxburyvtweb@gmail.com with your business
details and I can do something for you.

Garlic Sauce

RFL

Students and parents who have questions about what is going
on during the closure, please follow the COVID-19 page on the
district’s website and be in contact with the principal in your
building with questions and concerns (https://www.mrpsvt.org/
covid19). Stay healthy and be in touch.

I also update the calendar on the website. If you have an event
or meeting and it doesn’t make it into the latest Newsy edition,
email me the details. I’ll post it. I also post Town notices to
Front Porch Forum, so if you haven’t joined, you should. It’s a
great (free) community resource.
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We apologize, but we did not print one this issue. When this issue went to the printer, schedules for literally everything in Vermont
were falling apart as institutions and businesses were responding to COVID-19. Rather than advertise events and meetings that
might not be happening, or could not be allowed to happen when they were initially scheduled, did not make sense to us. Please
monitor all the groups in Roxbury individually to see what might be happening and when.

RFL
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Vermont Institute of Natural Science’s (VINS) presentation
for RVS students, “Cold Blooded Critters” will take place on
Friday, April 3rd at 9:30 a.m. in the Town Hall. Community
members are welcome to attend.

den
Gar
l Schoo4thl Grade
ntrato “Mind
Underhill ACe
reminder
Transition Evening will take place at Main Street
free library

photo contributed by Mel Hall

I hope you have all enjoyed watching the Hatchery
reconstruction over this past summer and throughout the
winter months. Throughout the winter, work continued mostly
inside, with electrical and mechanical work. All the buildings,
except for a new ADA accessible restroom which will be built
this spring, are up.

April-June 2020

Looking for the Roxbury Community Calendar?

Montpelier-Roxbury Board of
School Directors

“Red Eft” illustration by Heidi Albright

Fish Hatchery Happenings

Roxbury Newsy Vol. 5 No. 2

the Gap” during mud
season!

You can also check
the Facebook page
“Roxbury GapStat”
to get the latest on the
Gap road conditions!

Middle School, in Montpelier, on Thursday, April 16th 6:007:30 p.m.
School will be closed for vacation April 20-24.
Spring Music Concert will take place on May 19th at 6:00
p.m. in the Town Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend.
RFL

School closed for Memorial Day, May 25th.
roxbury
free library

Roxbury Senior Lunches are cancelled until further notice. Please reach out to
seniors in our community to see if they need assistance during the COVID-19
outbreak. Let’s all help to keep them safe and healthy!
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
I had expected to start off this edition with a warm welcome
to our new assistant director, Lisa Mercurio, as well as an
invitation to you to stop by and meet her. But, chances are
when you are reading this you will not be able to stop by the
RFL and introduce yourself because the RFL is closed to the
public until April 15th, in response to the state of emergency
from COVID-19. We are excited to have Lisa as part of the
RFL staff, but now is not the time for meet-and-greets. What
we should do instead is encourage you to call the RFL to
check in and let us know how you are doing. We want to
take this opportunity to remind the whole community that
the RFL building is closed to the public, but the library is
still open and staff are here to continue serving the community as best we can during the closure. I included at the
end of our column what the RFL’s systems of operations look
like near the end of March. As much change has occurred
in the last three days, I don’t expect this will all be accurate
when you receive it, so please monitor our COVID-19 post,
where you will find the most up-to-date information about
RFL operations (http://roxburyfreelibrary.org/uncategorized/
covid-19-resources/). We are here, please be in touch and
let us know what would be helpful, or what you would like
to have access to during the closure.
Now, moving on to the post-closure library happenings.
Programming and meetings are all on hold and will be
rescheduled after we have a better sense for when gatherings of people will be permitted again. We are optimistically
planning to hold our Annual Book Sale and Raffle Drawing
on Green Up Day (May 2nd from 9:00 - 3:00) in the Community Center. We will be accepting donations of books for the
sale the day before and morning of the sale at the Community
Center. Raffle tickets are available at the RFL now, and at the
Community Center on Green Up Day, until the drawing of the
winners in the afternoon. Finally, we are beginning to plan
out our summer reading program for 2020. The theme this
year is Imagine Your Story. We have a comic book workshop
tentatively scheduled for August 8th, and we hope to offer
more activities during July. Parents, we are going to be reaching out to families over the next month, soliciting feedback
on preferences for what to include in our youth programming

6

April-June 2020
this summer. Please reach out to us anytime to discuss what you
would like to see for youth summer reading programming at the
RFL this year.
Be well, stay informed, and remember that reading a great book
in front of the fire can be a near perfect form of social distancing!
Sincerely,
RFL Staff
ACCESS to LIBRARY SERVICES:
Accessing RFL Materials: We are offering curbside pickup
of RFL materials to all library patrons and home deliveries to
Roxbury residents and patrons who reside in an adjacent town
to Roxbury. To ask for specific materials or ask us to pack up
a selection of books, movies, etc., call (485-6860) or email
(librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org). Staff will still be responding
to phone calls and email messages during the closure, so please
reach out with questions and requests.
You will need to contact us to arrange a home delivery of
library materials. For both home delivery and curbside pickups, we will respect your wishes for either hand delivering the
bagged materials or you retrieving the items yourself from the
porch. Materials checked out during the closure will not be due
until May 2nd 2020.
Staff will be at the RFL during the following consolidated
hours for curbside pickup and drop off:
Tues. 3:30 - 5:00
Wed. 9:00 - 10:30
Sat. 11:00 - 12:30
Interlibrary Loan: Interlibrary loan is still a possibility for
acquiring materials we don’t own. However, I can’t make any
predictions on how quickly items will arrive, since libraries all
over the country and Canada are not operating under normal
work conditions.
Free lending library: We will be setting up a free lending
library on the porch of the library (when weather allows) for
people to select books without checking them out. Feel free to
pick one up!
Book returns: We welcome patrons to return books through the
book return box if you are healthy and able. Please don’t worry
if you are unable to get to the library. I am working to update
our system so that you will not be receiving email overdue
notices during our closure. Following the latest best practices,
all returned materials will be quarantined for 9 days before
returning to circulation. The quarantine will slow turnaround
time on some of our new bestsellers. But don’t worry, we’re
expecting to use the closure as an opportunity to weed and grow
continued on page 7...
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Roxbury Village School PTO
Greetings from the Roxbury Village School PTO!
As always, the RVS PTO has several exciting things planned for
late spring and this summer! Forgive the length of this, but we
have been BUSY!!!
First, we re-wrote our mission statement to align with what
the RVS PTO strives to do and represent as part of the new
affiliation with the Montpelier Roxbury Public Schools
Partners in Education group. Our mission now reads: To enrich
educational experiences, support our students being wellrounded socially, academically, physically and emotionally,
and connected to their community. Our mission helps us
look at what we fund and guides decisions about the events and
projects we choose to support.
Recently, we met and decided to postpone our Little Caesar’s
pizza fundraiser, given the coronavirus outbreak. We will try to
run this fundraiser at a later date. Keep in touch for updates.
The vision for a gazebo at the Roxbury
Village School continues. We have met with
the Montpelier-Roxbury school board and
they are currently doing a feasibility study.
We continue to fundraise. The plan is to
have a 20’x20’ gazebo with electricity and
lighting, to be built on the back portion of the playground. It
will provide shade and outdoor classroom space for the kids,
and offer a community gathering place. Dottie Guiffre spoke
about the gazebo at Town Meeting. People had a lot of great
ideas: a Saturday morning farmers’ market, hosting senior
lunches, family movie nights, etc. This is exactly what we are
hoping for! Let us know your questions and concerns about the
structure; keep your ideas and enthusiasm coming!
We are currently accepting pledges of support for the gazebo,
and if you are interested in contributing, we would greatly
appreciate it! Your contribution is tax deductible, as RVS PTO
is under the umbrella organization of MRPS PIE, which is a
501C3 for all the parent groups in the district.
This winter, the RVS PTO was able to support the annual
“Winter Sports program,” in conjunction with the Roxbury
Senior Center and the help of Misse Axelrod and Kelly
Guardino. A generous donor from Roxbury provided us with
funds for the ice rink liner! The kids got a chance to ice skate,
snowshoe, hang out with some new friends at the Roxbury
Senior Center, and try their hand at cooking. Thank you to
everyone for making this happen!
The RVS also supported the annual kid’s holiday shopping day.
photos this page contributed by the Roxbury PTO
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Each child at RVS gets to go “shopping” at the Community
Center and pick gifts for their immediate family members.
This is always an exciting day for the kids. It’s so much fun to
watch them look at gifts and talk about their families and say
why they are choosing each gift. A
special thanks to Melissa Rutter,
Sally Kirn, Chris Dorer-Williams,
Dottie Guiffre, and Sandra Carrillo
for helping us pull this off on an
unexpected late-start day!!
This spring we are planning our annual STEM night!! We
are looking for Roxbury volunteers to come and share their
science, math, or technology expertise as a “lab proctor.”
The students and their families have dinner, then rotate
through “labs” that focus on a variety of science, math,
and technology-related topics. We have mathematicians,
microbiologists, IT professionals, and geologists among us,
as well as science enthusiasts. If any of you are interested
in helping out, please contact the RVS PTO at roxburypto@
gmail.com.
We hope to fund a whole-school field trip to the Montshire
Science Museum this year, as well as fund the “graduating”
4th grade class for their end-of-the-year trip before they head
off to Main Street Middle School in Montpelier next fall.
Lastly, we want to try our hand at the First Annual
Independence Day Duck Race!! We will be selling tickets
with a number corresponding to your rubber duck, and after
the Independence Day parade, and after
you have enjoyed your chicken BBQ,
we will head south of town to the Third
Branch Conservation Park and release the
ducks into the river! We’ll have ice cream
at the park as well! The grand prize is $250 cash for the first
duck to cross the finish line. There will be a minimum of
twelve other prizes, to be announced at a later time. Join us
for this fun summer event.
Each duck will be $5, or you can get 5 ducks for $20. Tickets
can be reserved by emailing the RVS PTO, and picked up
at the Green Up Day book sale or the RVS parking lot from
10:30-12 on July 4th. Please buy a duck and help us make this
a big success! We would ABSOLUTELY LOVE HELP from
community members with organizing the Duck Race event,
and if anyone would like to contribute a prize, your donation
can be tax deductible.
As always, if you have any questions, ideas, or want to
help out, please let the RVS PTO know by emailing us at
roxburypto@gmail.com, visiting our website at https://www.
mrpspie.org/rvs-pg, or visiting our Facebook group.
RFL

roxbury
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“Roxbury Mystery” continued from front page..

City.
3) a retired professor who had been on many journeys through
the world himself. He knew a lot about the village and its
past.
4) a local writer who was writing a “tell-all” book that some
might not appreciate.
5) a musician with a mysterious past on the road.
6) a lawyer who had promises to keep.
7) a gardener, who grew secrets along with roses.
Desperately, the stranger begged us help locate these folks
and ask if any of them knew where his friend had gone, or if
he might be in trouble . . . or worse. He hoped there might be
all kinds of clues and information hidden around the village.
“Like what?” we asked.
He listed some possibilities:
• A used train ticket
• A newspaper clipping
• A letter from a business partner
• A broken watch
• A false alibi
• A witness statement
• A death certificate
• A hotel receipt
• A broken record
• A torn photograph
• Or even . . . bloodstains in a parking lot!
We were flabbergasted at the thought of so many possibilities.
How could we ever hope of solving such a tangled mystery?
We asked for more information, but the stranger had none. He
simply shook his head and left, saying he’d be back on Green
Up Day to see if we had found his missing friend. Once he
was gone, we scrubbed down every surface and racked our
brains to figure out how to unravel the clues.
Then the solution came to us-- The Newsy! We could appeal
to the good citizens of Roxbury to help us!
Attention Super Slueths of Roxbury! Over the course
of April, additional information as well as clues, will be
hidden in various spots around town, starting with the Library. We are currently closed to the public, but on April
11th we will post a notice on the exterior bulletin board
where you can find the first clue and directions to the next.
On Green-Up Day (May 2nd), we will come together at
4:00 in the Community Hall/Senior Center, where the
“suspects” will be available for questioning. Then you can
say “WHODUNIT!” We can hear what really happened to
the stranger’s missing friend, and have a general celebration of spring*.
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*We are keeping our fingers crossed, but in the event that gatherings of over ten people are still prohibited at that time, we will
find a way to announce the solution. In the meantime—Happy
Sleuthing!!
RFL
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“From the Town Clerk’s Office” continued from page 2...

posted on the website and at the Town Office. Please call if you
have any questions.

roxbury
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From the Town Clerk’s Office
DUE TO COVID-19, THE ROXBURY TOWN OFFICES
WILL BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.
Staff will still be working regular hours. Anyone needing assistance can call 802-485-7840 or 802-485-7860, or email the
staff at townrox@tds.net. There is also a drop-off box to the left
of the front door of the Town Office that you can use to drop off
dog license paperwork and funds, or tax payments.
Please do not hesitate to contact the staff if you need assistance.
We are here to help.
If anyone needs to research land records, an appointment is
required. One person at a time will be allowed to research.
If you are not feeling well, please stay home, self-quarantine,
and get better. Hopefully, we all can help keep our medically
fragile residents and wonderful older friends safe.
2020 DOG LICENSES and VACCINATIONS
THE ROXBURY SELECTBOARD HAS EXTENDED THE
DEADLINE FOR LICENSING DOGS TO MAY 1ST.
The cost is $9.00 for a neutered dog and $13.00 for an un-neutered dog. After May 2nd, the cost will be $11.00 for a neutered
dog and $17.00 for an un-neutered dog. It is the law of the
State of Vermont to license dogs annually. Owners of unlicensed dogs can be fined up to $500 and/or the dog(s) could be
impounded and destroyed. It is the law of the State of Vermont
that all dogs are vaccinated every three years. The first vaccination is only good for one year.
LISTER’S ANNUAL GRAND LIST MAINTENANCE
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Listers may not be conducting interior inspections of homes/buildings that have had
construction work done. The Listers will be in touch with the
property owners to schedule an appointment, whether in person,
via email, or on the property. Protecting everyone is very important to town officials.
TAXES
The next property tax installment is due on May 8, 2020. The
office should be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday of that week. The Town accepts postmarked envelopes.
If there are any changes due to COVID-19, a notice will be
continued on page 7...

SUMMER HOURS
Summer hours will begin on May 8th. The Town Office will
close at noon on Fridays. Summer hours will end the last Friday
of September.
The Highway Department will start summer hours on May 8.
The road crew will work Monday through Thursday, 6 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. They will not normally work on Fridays. Summer
hours will end the last Friday of September.
2020 TOWN MEETING
Town Meeting was held on March 3rd at the Roxbury Town
Hall (Village School). Eighty-three voters attended the annual
meeting (only 69 attended in 2019). Two hundred and forty
seven voters voted for Town Officials, non-profit organizations’
requests for funds, and the Montpelier/Roxbury School District articles. Two hundred and thirty-eight voters voted in the
Presidential Primary. All articles voted on the floor passed, all
non-profit organizations’ requests for funds passed, and all articles for the Montpelier/Roxbury School District passed in both
towns. You can see the results on the Town’s website: www.
roxburyvt.org.
It was nice to see new people attend Town Meeting. And as
usual, it was good to see the regular attendees.
2020-2021 PROPERTY TAX DUE DATES
At Town Meeting, the voters approved the dates the property
taxes will be due. The dates are Friday, August 14, 2020; Friday,
November 13, 2020; Friday, February 12, 2021, and Friday,
May 21, 2021.
GREEN UP DAY
Green Up Day is May 2nd. Roxbury should be having the annual gathering. Please consider participating in Green Up Day,
and keep Roxbury as clean as we can. Bring the trash that you
pick up off the ground to the Town Garage. Green Up bags will
be available at the Town Office. There will be a tire collection
at the Town Garage. Cost for tires is not known at this time. If
COVID-19 changes things, notices will be posted on the website.
NEW HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT
In 2019, the Town replaced the aging Grader. In 2020, the 2012
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International Truck will be replaced with another International Truck. Also, the 2012 Ford Truck will be replaced with
another Ford Truck.
SELECTBOARD
The Roxbury Selectboard organized on March 16. The Chair
of the Board is Steve Twombly, and Vice-Chair is Clare St.
John. The third member of the Board is Dave McShane.
THIS IS A DIFFICULT TIME FOR EVERYONE. PLEASE
STAY SAFE. KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM OTHERS.
STAY AT HOME IF POSSIBLE.
CONTACT YOUR NEIGHBORS IF YOU THINK THEY
MAY NEED SOMETHING. ROXBURY’S OLDER RESIDENTS MAY DECIDE NOT TO VENTURE OUT, PLEASE
CHECK TO SEE IF THEY NEED ANY ASSISTANCE.
roxbury
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“RFL Notes” continued from page 6...

the collection, so you can expect new materials coming into
the RFL throughout the closure. Please let us know if there is
something new you’d like us to acquire.
Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi will stay on and patrons can use our Wi-Fi from
outside the building 24/7 (no password required).
Downloadable Materials: If you have already set up an
account with the Listen Up Vermont (LUV) through the
Roxbury Free Library, you can check out e-books and audio
books through https://gmlc.overdrive.com/. If you haven’t,
please contact us and we will help you get setup. You can also
get free e-books at https://www.gutenberg.org/.
Other great online tools accessible with your library account include:
Universal Class – More than 500 online classes available for
free with your library account.
Vermont Online Library – Fantastic databases on a wide spectrum of topics.
Learning Express – A powerful online platform to help prep
for professional exams, job advancement, and more.
RFL
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The Newsy always welcomes new contributors. Please let us know if you have anything
you’d like to share with the community and we can get it into the next issue. Send
questions and content to librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.
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Wood frogs (Rana sylvatica), are small, copper-colored
frogs of moist woodlands, and one of the earliest frogs
to appear in spring. Ranging from the southern Appalachians to the arctic circle, they are Vermont’s most hardy
frog. They can survive freezing due to cryoprotectant
compounds in their tissues.
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Do you have upcoming
newsletter submissions,
suggestions, or corrections
to the mailing list?

Thanks to the Roxbury Road Crew for
all their hard work keeping our roads
passable!

photo contributed by Mel Hall

In April, they begin to breed in small ponds or vernal
pools. Their distinctive duck-like mating call can be
heard before the ice has fully melted. Females are much
larger than males, and
coloration can range
from bright copper
to muddy brown or
black. All wood frogs
have a black “robber’s
mask” across their
eyes. After laying
eggs all at once, the
adults return to the
woodlands for the
remainder of the year.
roxbury

Photos and illustrations contributed by
Kai Pincus, Heidi Albright, Mel Hall and
the RVS PTO

Please contact the RFL at
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org
or 802-485-6860.
Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney
Jenkins, Jane Pincus and Heidi Albright
for compiling, editing and designing this
issue of the Newsy!
We hope you enjoy it.
© 2020 Roxbury Newsy.

“Snowdrops” photo by Kai Pincus
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A Mystery in Roxbury
A mock mystery for you to solve !

A strange visitor came to Roxbury a few days ago. We were busy at the Library preparing
to temporarily close down due to the pandemic when a stranger came to our door. What
was a stranger doing in Roxbury now? Hadn’t he heard about the challenges facing us all?
Could he be carrying the virus? Naturally, we were alarmed. He saw that we were concerned and stayed in the doorway. “Don’t worry,” he said. “I won’t come closer, but I need
to ask for your help.” Well, that’s what the Roxbury Free Library is here for, but how could
we help him? What did he need?
“I’m looking for a friend of mine who has been missing for a while. The last place we
know he was headed for was Roxbury.” How mysterious-- we wanted to know more!
He said he had some old friends in Roxbury, old wounds to heal and old secrets to be
revealed. In Roxbury? What old wounds? What old secrets? We were intrigued, and in
spite of protocol and the danger of infection, we asked the stranger to come in and tell us
more. Of course, we kept an appropriate six-foot separation and all our disinfecting wipes
at hand. He came in and continued his tale. His missing friend had mentioned seven people
he was going to see when he was here--they are now prime suspects! The stranger didn’t
know their names, but his friend described them like this:
1) a woman who knew a great deal about the history of Roxbury. She’d traveled to foreign
lands and taught at the University. She had access to information that his missing friend
needed.
2) a local artist of some re-known. She lived high in the hills and had a storied past in the
continued on next page...

