
























































































ROXBURY FREE LIBRARY 
ANNUAL REPORT - March 2017 TOWN MEETING 

When I began thinking about what to present in this report to summarize the RFL during 2016 

I had a difficult time concisely narrowing what to highlight.  So, I concluded to share something 

about every day of 2016 with you.  Did you know that during every single day of 2016 there were 

RFL materials in the hands of our community members?  Our materials accompany community 

members everywhere in their lives each day.  You can find RFL materials on vacation with patrons, at 

bedtimes, in the car, in schools and colleges, at doctors’ offices, on the screen, and who knows where 

else (we’ve even had patrons replace books after the book took a swim in the bathtub with them).  We 

feel a sense of invigoration knowing how enmeshed our library is in the lives of our community 

members.  Whether it be for entertainment, education, or any other reason, we are grateful to be able 

to provide materials to fit the lives of our community members.  We have been working hard to 

ensure the collection we offer fits the needs of our community and have several updates to share with 

you this year.   

What was Roxbury reading in 2016?  Of the 3,399 items we circulated in 2016 the two most 

popular adult books were A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, and The Girl in the Spider’s Web, by 

David Lagercrantz.  The two most popular youth books in 2016 were I Stink!, by Jim and Kate 

McMullan, and Demolition, by Sally Sutton.  You may find yourself asking what our patrons had for 

available options when selecting these new favorites.  Well, at the end of December 2016 the physical 

RFL collection contained more than 5,108 items; an increase of 913 items since January 2015.  Don’t 

forget, the RFL’s collections consists of much more than just books.  In fact, the single item most 

frequently checked out in 2016 was the ECHO attraction pass, which was checked out almost twice a 

month the entire year.  Similarly, The Herald newspaper, National Geographic magazine, and the 

Glee DVDs were all checked out more times than the popular books we mentioned above.  We have a 

lot to offer, take advantage of it all.  In fact, your library card will give you access to more than 360 

videos; 1,696 youth print materials; 137 young adult print materials; 1,897 adult print materials; 4,041 

downloadable audiobooks and 7,621 ebooks; Vermont Online Library; Universal Class; and 7 

attraction passes.  We also now offer an electronic tablet, a telescope, and complete crafting pattern 

sets for patrons to borrow.  Believe it or not, even with our growing collection we still need to borrow 

and share materials with other libraries.  We sent our materials to other libraries 33 times and 

borrowed materials from other libraries 106 times in 2016.   

During 2016 we welcomed 39 individuals who became new borrowers at the RFL and we 

served 1,276 individuals last year.  The RFL hosted 426 adults and children in 2016 by providing 

library programming and meeting space for community organizations.  Our most highly attended 

program was the 3rd annual Halloween Trunk or Treat, drawing again around 50 people.  Other 

notable events from 2016 included Tim Jennings and Leanne Ponder, the Arts Bus, and Slattery & 

Stewart.  We are grateful to all the generous donors who support our programming and outreach 

efforts.  Our most prominent outreach effort was the launch of a community newsletter in July of 

2016.  Thank you again to the contributors who have made the Roxbury Newsy a success in its first 

year.   
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In Memory of Richard Moskwa
“Library Patron Extraordinary”
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